PRESS RELEASE: June 8, 2004

Contact: organize@caedefensefund.org
WE ARE DEMONSTRATING TO DEMAND AN IMMEDIATE END TO THE INVESTIGATION OF STEVE KURTZ AND THE CRITICAL ART ENSEMBLE.
SUPPORT FREE SPEECH RIGHTS, AND FREEDOM OF KNOWLEDGE.

PROTECT US--DON'T PROSECUTE US!

SECURE LIBERTY--CRITICAL ART ENSEMBLE IS INNOCENT

WHERE:  Mahoney Federal Court House, Court St. Buffalo, NY


(See map at: www.visitbuffaloniagara.com)

WHEN:  9 AM, June 15, 2004
Critical Art Ensemble (CAE) is a collective of internationally recognized artists who work in public, educational, academic and art contexts. Most recently their work has been directed towards providing the general public with awareness and understanding about biological research. The aim of their work is not alarmist or sensational. Through participatory performance experiences CAE provides information and knowledge. It brings people into contact with the reality of scientific research often not accessible to the general public. The work is always undertaken in a safe and considered way, using materials commonly available in scientific education and research practices.

The FBI in its efforts to protect the public is now overreaching its mandate by using an overwhelming amount of pressure against a group of artists making their work for the peaceful purpose of vital public discussions. Artists like CAE stimulate public debate necessary to a healthy democracy. Our constitution guarantees the right to freedom of speech and our government is charged with securing that right. The job of democracy is to protect the minority from the tyranny of the majority.  In the United States we are not governed by mob rule, nor should government exploit its responsibilities to the public by persecuting innocent people. We too, as citizens must stand up now to affirm our rights and defend our liberty.

This is a peaceful demonstration. Please bring signs and banners. Check the website for PDF's of signs and slogans you can print out.

CIRCULATE THIS CALL AS WIDELY AS YOU CAN

PLEASE BE SURE TO CHECK THE WEBSITE FREQUENTLY FOR UPDATES ON THE DEMO. www.caedefensefund.org
A WORD ABOUT DEMONSTRATIONS.

As with all demonstrations it is advisable to bring personal identification (driver's license, passports, student id's, proof of address, etc.) Let someone know where you are going to be. Stick with a buddy. 

Driving directions: From Interstate 90 take 33W into downtown all the way to the end. It will put you onto Oak St. Continue on Oak for 2 long blocks to Broadway. Go right on Broadway which runs right into Court St. The first square is Lafayette and then comes Niagara Square. There are paid parking lots all around this downtown area. Information on possible housing will soon be available on website also.

BRIEF BACKGROUND STORY: 
To date Steven Barnes, Dorian Burr and Beverly Schlee, founding members of CAE, as well as Beatriz da Costa and Paul Vanouse, artists who have collaborated with CAE, and artists Adele Henderson and Andrew Johnson, have been served with subpoenas to appear before the federal Grand Jury that will consider bioterrorism charges against University professor Steve Kurtz whose art involves the use of simple biology equipment. The subpoenas are the latest installment in a bizarre investigation in which members of the Joint Terrorism Task Force have mistaken an art project for a biological weapons laboratory (see first press release on www.caedefensefund.org). The artists involved are at a loss to explain the increasingly bizarre case that shows how vulnerable the PATRIOT Act and other post-9/11 "security" measures have made freedom of speech in this country.

 According to the subpoenas, the FBI is seeking charges under Section 175 of the US Biological Weapons Anti-Terrorism Act of 1989, which has been expanded by the USA PATRIOT Act to prohibit the possession of "any biological agent, toxin, or delivery system" without the justification of "prophylactic, protective, bona fide research, or other peaceful purpose." (See http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/18/175.html for the 1989 law and http://www.ehrs.upenn.edu/protocols/patriot/sec817.html for its USA PATRIOT Act expansion.) For more detailed information on the nature of CAE's projects and the biological agents they were working with please see the website: www.caedefensefund.org.
