Freedom is Knowledge.

Stop Legal Proceedings Against Critical Art Ensemble

We see here a pattern of behavior that leads to the curtailing
of academic freedom, freedom of artistic expression, freedom
of interdisciplinary investigation, freedom of information
exchange, freedom of knowledge accumulation and reflection,
and freedom of bona fide and peaceful research. All of which
are fundamental rights and cornerstones of a modern
academic environment."

Kurtz's materials are politically, not physically, dangerous,"
saidMary-Claire King, the University of Washington geneticist
who first proved the existence of a gene for hereditary breast
cancer. "They [Steve Kurtz and the Critical Art Ensemble] re-
create [scientific] ideas using their own wayof imaging, and
then say, 'Maybe you'd like to look at it this way.' To me, that's
teaching. It does not seem to me to threaten homeland
security. In fact, |1 would be threatened to live in a homeland
in which that was peerceived to be a threat"
www.tribnet.com/entertainment/story/5238040p-
5173016c.html)

CAE had intended to use the bacteria concerned in a project
critiquing the history of US involvement in germ warfare
experiments, including the Bush administration's earmarking
of hundreds of millions of dollars to erect high-security
laboratories around the country. Many eminent scientists
likewise view these plans as a recipe for catastrophe. "I'm
concerned about them from the standpoint of science, safety,
security, public health and economics,” writes Dr. Richard
Ebright, lab director at Rutgers University's Waksman Institute
of Microbiology and a Howard Hughes Medical Institute
investigator. "They lose on all counts.”
(www.nytimes.com/2004/06/29/science/29cont.html

In a letter to the FBI, the PEN American Freedom to Write
committee writes that "PEN supports strong, targeted laws to
apprehend terrorists and those who would carry out terrorist
attacks. In seeking to meet the terrorist threat, however, we
must not give in to the impulse to censor or ban whole bodies
of basic knowledge. The tools of terrorists are the tools of
modern life, and many of these tools, including biotechnology,
have wide-ranging,non-criminal applications. They also pose

challenging ethical and policy questions, which it is both the
right and responsibility of a free society to consider. Arts such
as literature and performance are indispensable tools that
often serve to stimulate and advance public awareness and
understanding  of otherwise arcane bodies of
knowledge...Actions [of the FBI and the Joint Terrorism Task
Force] could exert a chilling effect on kinds of speech that
clearly enjoy full First Amendment protection. You have
pledged to carry out antiterrorism efforts without
compromising civil liberties and constitutional protections."
Innumerable other scientists, artists, institutions, and others
have written letters of support for Kurtz and Ferrell. A number
of these can be viewed at
www.caedefensefund.org/letters.html.

THE INVESTIGATION CONTINUES

Even after the arraignment, the FBI's investigation of Kurtz
and Ferrell is not over. The grand jury is still hearing testimony
of subpoenaed witnesses including Autonomedia, an
independent publisher who has published five CAE books
(www.autonomedia.org). Autonomedia, summoned to
appear in court on July 13 and to submit all records and
editorial cor- respondence pertaining to their dealings with
CAE, is represented by the New York Civil Liberties Union
with an amicus curiae brief from the American Booksellers
Committee for Free Expression.

ONLY THE BEGINNING

Organizers and supporters of the defense committee have
pledged tocontinue their information, education, and protest
activities. Several campuses have already organized teach-
ins on the case in the fall, and fund-raisers and speak-outs
are scheduled in Chicago, London, New York, and other cities
throughout July and August.The international support of
artists, scientists, and other citizens has been remarkable; it is
crucial that this support continue as the government extends
this outrageous and wasteful persecution into a grueling trial.

For more information and how to help:
www.caedefensefund.org

To receive more frequent updates:
groups.yahoo.com/group/CAE_Defense

To donate to the defense fund please visit:
www.caedefensefund.org/donate.html
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